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^SPEECH BY THE PREMIER. OPENING NURSES MEMORIAL CENTRE. ADELAIDE. 165.74 
Dr. Wurm, Miss McNair, Canon Shepherd, ladies & gentlemen : 
Thank you very much for inviting me to open this new Centre.. 
It is, indeed, both a fitting memorial to the 5outh Australian nurses 
who died in two world wars and a fine headquarters for the profession 
in this State. 
I know that many people have been involved in the planning and fund 
raising work but I think everyone here will agree with me that it's 
completion is also a memorial to the dedication and energies of two 
people, Dr. Wurm and Miss McNair. 
I was delighted to see in this morning's Advertiser public recognition 
of their tenacity and imagination. 
Nurses in South Australia are traditionally persistent in tackling 
^ ^ obstacles. 
I was reading the other day of the first great fight - which precedad 
the emergence of nursing as one of the first truly integrated 
professions. 
It seems that back in 1856 the Colonial Surgeon of the day - a Dr. 
Nash - was distinctly unimpressed with the very idea of having women 
perform such an unseemly task. 
He told an enquiry that the Adelaide Hospital was staffed by four 
wardsmen - and he couldn't for the life of him see any reason for 
change. 
^ ^ f t e r all he said., "they" act as nurses and do things that nurses 
could not do. They shave the male patient and assist at operations. 
Dr. Nash did not "think it possible to obtain females in this colony 
to do what those wardsmen do",. 
Nursing has, indeed, come a very long way in South Australia since 
it began literally in a mud hut on the banks of the Torrens 
measuring a full 12 feet by 18 feet.. 
What it has, hitherto, lacked of course is a suitable headquarters, 
one befitting the importance and, indeed, nobility of the profession. 
./2. 
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I like to think that we've accomplished quite a lot in the four and 
a half years we have now been in office. 
I'm particularly proud of what we've been able to do in education and 
in health services. 
The rise in the amount of money allocated for health service is 
nothing short of spectacular. 
There was a crying need for action - our hospitals were inadequate 
and their staffs suffered both from overwork and inadequate conditions. 
In the year to June 30, 1970, spending on health services totalled 
some $37.1 millions. This financial year we expect to spend $118.2 
millions. 
That's an increase of 318$ and, even allowing for inflation, is I 
believe something we can justifiably shout about. 
New projects such as the Flinders Medical Centre will ensure continued 
improvement in the level of health care provided in South Australia. 
But money isn't everything. 
The improvements of the past four years could not have been made without 
the enthusiastic support of the medical profession as a whole and 
especially of our nurses. 
I'm happy that we've been able significantly to improve nursing pay 
and conditions. But I readily acknowledge that nurses, men and 
women, are true professionals in that they care more for the service 
they give than the rewards they get. 
Again my congratulations on the completion of this project. I'd like 
to add a special word of praise for the architects who have been 
concerned equally with the efficiency of this building and in ensuring 
that it is in harmony with its setting. They've done an outstanding 
job. It is a splendid addition to Adelaide generally and if you'll 
permit mp a final plug to the electorate of Norwood. 
I have very much pleasure in officially declaring The Nurses 
Memorial Centre open. 
T h a n k Y o u . 
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